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ARTIST REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

TREMONTON CITY UTAH - WALL MURAL 
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TREMONTON CITY PUBLIC ART BACKGROUND 

Tremonton City is located in Box Elder County, 75 miles north of Salt Lake City, and 18 miles north of 
Brigham City, the county seat, and approximately 20 miles south of the Idaho border in the Bear River 
Valley and is just east of the northern tip of the Great Salt Lake.  Tremonton City is located at the 
crossroads of the northwest where Interstates 15 and 84 converge.  Tremonton City’s current population 
is approximately 10,500 and is the commercial and employment center for the northern region of Box 
Elder County.  Many of the businesses in the Main Street and Downtown areas are locally owned.   
 
In the past Tremonton City’s Main Street and Downtown Areas have been in a state of decline for many 
years.  To revitalize these areas, the city underwent a Main Street visioning and public planning process 
facilitated by the American Institute of Architects’ Sustainable Design Assistance Team (SDAT).  One of 
the goals identified through this public planning process was to make Main Street and Downtown more 
vibrant through public art.  To this end, Tremonton City desires to create wall murals that contribute to 
the beautification, diversification, and economic vitality of the historic Main Street and Downtown areas 
and meets the following objectives: 
 

▪ Reflect and promote historic and cultural identity, which is inspiring and uniquely Tremonton 
City or the region that will leave people inspired;  

▪ Improve the physical appearance of the Main Street and Downtown areas by adding visual 
appeal to what would otherwise be monotonous building façade; 

▪ Is visually engaging for passersby and those who visit the Main Street and Downtown Areas; 
▪ Is reflective of Tremonton City’s vibrant and diverse artistic community; 
▪ Is not an advertisement; and 
▪ Is not construed as vulgar or obscene, as determined by Tremonton City Officials. 

 
It is worth noting that wall murals have adorned the Tremonton’s streetscape since the 1970’s.  As 
published in a Wasatch View Magazine and Utah Life Magazine article featuring Tremonton City’s public 
art written by Tim Gurrister there was a mystery muralist from the 1970s credited with creating the first 
landscape murals on buildings around Tremonton.  It is legend that the mystery muralist supposedly 
used his hair to make his paintbrush bristles.  Although most have been painted over or lost, three murals 
from the mystery muralist still remail.  From these humble and legendary public art beginnings, 
Tremonton City has worked to amass a collection of public art.  This collection went on to be nominated 
and to win the 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2022 Best of State Award and the 2020 BOSS Award.   
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT 

The Tremonton City Arts Council seeks proposals from artists with experience in mural installation to 
design and execute a large-scale mural that celebrates Tremonton City as a culturally rich and diverse 
community. A place where all people are welcome. Where we can set our sights on the future of 
Tremonton with a vision full of optimism, hope, and progress.  

The Content of the mural shall be to honor Chief Sagwitch and The Northwestern Shoshone Tribe that 
knew as their home the northern Great Salt Lake, Bear River, Cache, and Bear Lake valleys in northern 
Utah. This year (2022) marks 200 years since the birth of Chief Sagwitch who was born at a time when 

http://tremontoncity.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Wasatch-Mag-Wall-Murals-Aug-2015.pdf
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his people traded with the mountain men. In the late 1850s, wagons brought Mormon pioneers to settle 
in Cache Valley, the Northwestern Shoshone heartland. Following the arrival of the pioneer settlers, the 
Shoshone found it more difficult to support themselves as land and resources were diminished from 
settlers moving onto their lands. It only took a few altercations between Chief Sagwich’s people and 
settlers for a zealous army colonel to seek severe punishment of the Northwestern Shoshone on a winter 
morning in 1863. The Bear River Massacre was among the bloodiest engagements of America's Indian 
wars. Hundreds of Shoshone, including Sagwitch's wife and two sons, died. The band was shattered. 
Though wounded, Sagwitch escaped the massacre and lived to lead the desperate survivors. 

The following years were very hard for the survivors. The federal government negotiated a treaty with 

them but failed to get Sagwitch's signature when enroute to the sessions near the small town of Mantua. 

He was arrested and then wounded by a white assassin. After escaping he was brought in and cared for 

by our current Mayors great-grand-father who became good friends with the Chief and was a link 

between the Shoshone and the white man. With the world around him changed, Sagwitch sought peace 

and accommodation with the white men occupying the Shoshone's valleys, leading his people with hope, 

peace, and forgiveness. With the assistance of Mormon leaders, they established the Washakie 

community in northern Utah. Though efforts to secure a land base had an uneven history, they partly 

succeeded, and the story of these 

Shoshone's attempts at rural 

farming diverged significantly 

from what happened on 

government reservations. When 

Sagwitch died, his death went 

almost unnoticed outside of the 

Washakie community, but his 

children and grandchildren 

continued to be important voices 

among a people who, after 

experiencing near annihilation, 

survived in the new world into 

which Sagwitch led them. 

 

 

“Se-go-witz and his bride in her 

rabbit-skin robes— Utes.” Evidence 

suggests that this image may actually 

be of Chief Sagwitch and his last 

wife, Beawoachee. Photograph and 

caption by Salt Lake City 

photographer Charles R. Savage, ca. 

1875–1880. Copy of original 

stereographic image courtesy LDS 

Church Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah.  
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MURAL LOCATION AND SPECIFICATIONS 

The specific wall is located on the back side of the Krey’s Service Station building at 110 East Main Street 

in Tremonton City, Utah. The wall faces south with high visibility from the Ridleys Supermarket and 

multiple other business parking lots. This area is heavily trafficked by vehicles and some foot traffic.  

 
(Mural wall pictured above) 

The façade of the building is a painted cinderblock bricked wall with no windows on the mural wall. 

Tremonton City Public Works Department will prepare the surface of the wall.  The mural wall is 

approximately fourteen (14) feet in height and forty-two (42) feet in length, with the upper 2 feet of the 

wall a metal sheeting.  The artist is expected to have a concept that stretches across the entirety of the 

wall. 

Artists may propose any material and medium for the creation of the mural, including but not limited to 
paint, metal, mosaic, etc. Tremonton City has a budget for this mural that ranges from $10,000 to 
$20,000. Budget will be a considering factor in Artist selection. The Artist shall complete the mural 
installation in substantial conformity with the design approved by Tremonton City and the Northwestern 
Shoshone Tribe.  
 
During installation, the Selected Artist shall immediately present to Tremonton City and the 
Northwestern Shoshone Tribe for review and approval any proposed significant variances to the mural, 
not in substantial conformity with the originally approved design.  For the purposes of this project, a 
significant variance is any change in the scope, design, content, color, size, or material of the mural that 
affects cost, installation, site preparation, maintenance, or concept and content as represented in the 
approved design.  Tremonton City shall not be obligated to disburse monies to the selected Artist for the 
mural unless the selected Artist obtains Tremonton City and Northwestern Shoshone Tribe approval for 
any significant variance from the approved design. 
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ELIGIBILITY OF ARTIST 

Only professional artists with reviewable portfolios are eligible to submit qualifications and proposals.  
Artist who wish to be considered for this project must have experience creating durable outdoor public 
art pieces, working within the public process, working with stakeholders and a proven ability to fabricate 
their own work or to work with fabricators and installers.   
 

STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS REQUIREMENTS 

Artists interested in this project shall prepare and submit the following statements of qualifications in a 
single PDF:  

• Professional Resume (Required). A resume not to exceed two pages.  Including artist training, 
professional experience, and design and experience.  If submitting as a team, submit a resume 
for each team member.  

• Images (Required). A maximum of ten (10) images of a variety of prior projects.  Ten images per 
application, not per team member. At least four of these images must be of relevant outdoor 
public art pieces.  Each image must be numbered and include the title, date of 
completion/installation, media, dimensions (height x width, in feet), location, final project cost, 
timeframe in which artwork was completed, and a brief description of the work. Include the 
artist’s name.  

• Professional References (Required): A list of three (3) prior permanent public art project 
references with contact information (name, title, organization, mailing address, phone number, 
and email address), the name and location of the artwork, and a brief description of the 
relationship with the reference.  References will be contacted before final selection.  

 
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING QUALIFICATIONS 

All statements of qualifications must be submitted electronically and received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
November 25, 2022. The entire statement of qualifications shall be a single PDF (first name_last 
name_tremonton_mural.pdf) submitted electronically as an email attachment.  Late statement of 
qualifications will not be accepted and incomplete statements of qualifications, including those not 
formatted correctly, as solely determined by Tremonton City, will not be reviewed. Email the submission 
to lnessen@tremontoncity.com    
 

FINALISTS AND PROPOSALS 

The Tremonton City Arts Council and invited guests will be convened to evaluate all statement of 
qualifications and select Finalists for interviews.  As a part of the interview process, Finalist shall submit 
a color, scale, visual rendering (including labeled dimensions) and an itemized budget. Finalists will 
receive a $500 compensation for design proposals and in-person/virtual presentations that may take 
place. Any other expenses are the responsibility of the individual artist.  

 

 

mailto:lnessen@tremontoncity.com
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SELECTION CRITERIA 

Selection criteria include the Artist’s professional qualifications, proven ability to complete projects of a 
similar scope, artistic merit as evidenced by the submitted materials, and demonstrated ability to work 
with government agencies and stakeholders in creating a public art project.   Additional criteria in the 
selection shall include the following: 

• Professional qualifications  
• Proven ability to complete projects of similar scope 
• Proven artistic merit of prior relevant work  
• Placemaking experience with original artistic vision  
• Experience fabricating and installing permanent artwork suitable for the public and outdoor 

environment  
• Experience working within the collaborative processes in public setting  
• Project management experience 
• The proposed artwork to be completed and the cost to complete the artwork 
• Previous timelines to complete the public art 
• Other factors deemed important by the selection body 

The Tremonton City Arts Council and invited guests shall make a recommendation to the Tremonton City 
Council and Tremonton City Redevelopment Agency regarding the Artist to select. The final selection of 
the Artist shall be contingent upon the city and Artist coming to terms on a Professional Services Contract 
to create the mural. 

CONTRACT TERMS & PAYMENT 

Once an artist has been selected, Tremonton City will enter into a contract with the selected Artist 
regarding the mural artwork.  Tremonton City shall pay the award to the selected Artist for the mural in 
two installments as follows: fifty percent (50%) of the Payment upon execution of the Professional 
Services Contract; and fifty percent (50%) upon the Tremonton City’s inspection and approval of the 
completed mural. The project must be completed as intended within specified timeline, weather 
permitting.   

OWNERSHIP 

The artist will retain ownership of any ideas submitted for consideration until a final selection has been 
made and a contract will be signed between Tremonton City and the selected artist. At that time, 
Tremonton City will obtain 100% ownership of the artwork produced, in what ever stage of completion, 
and the artwork shall become the property of Tremonton City as a work made for hire as defined by the 
copyright laws of the United States. Tremonton City shall be the sole and exclusive owner and copyright 
proprietor of all rights and title in and to the results and proceeds of artist’s services hereunder. In 
addition, artists will represent being the sole author of the work and that all services are original by artist 
and not copied in whole or in part.  
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QUESTIONS 

All questions regarding the Main Street and Downtown Areas Mural Program are to be directed only to 
the person, email address and phone number listed below.  Questions and responses may be posted on 
tremontoncity.org for all potential Artist to review.  Please review the website below before emailing 
any questions as the website is updated on a regular basis.  Questions will be answered in the order in 
which they are received.  

 
Contact:  Zach LeFevre, Tremonton City Arts Council Coordinator       
                 zlefevre@tremontoncity.com 
                 435-257-9487 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:zlefevre@tremontoncity.com

